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ASI discusses 
graduation 
rates, 
preferred 
gender 


CSULB student 
government is looking 
to aid the university 
in achieving Initiative 


2025. 


By Meghan McGillicuddy 
-Staff Writer 


The Associated Students Inc. Senate 
announced that it is working on a plans 
to increase four- and six-year graduation 
rates at its meeting last night. 

In January, Governor Jerry Brown 
released Initiative 2025, a budget plan 
aimed to help the Cal State University 
system improve said graduation rates by 
the year 2025. : 

The goal is to increase four-year grad- 
uation rates by 24 percent and six-year 
graduation rates by 60 percent. How a 
CSU reaches that goal is up to the cam- 
pus administration. 

In 2015, Cal State Long Beach had a 
six-year graduation rate of about 70 per- 
cent and a four-year graduation rate of 
six percent, according to ASI vice presi- 
dent Logan Vournas. 

During the annual Convocation ad- 
dress in August, CSULB President Jane 
Close Conoley acknowledged the gradu- 
ation mandate from Brown. 

“We have a new challenge from the 
governor...by 2025 our four-year-grad- 


see MEETING, page 2 


Building 
trust through 
a cup of joe 


University Police plan 
open community 
forum. 


By Meghan McGillicuddy and 


Daniela Alvarez 
Staff Writers 


Students can enjoy a cup of coffee with 
members of the Cal State Long Beach 


University Police Department Friday 


morning at Coffee with a Cop. 

The event, which will take place at the 
Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf in the Univer- 
sity Student Union, is part of National 
Community Policing Week, which was 
enacted last month by President Obama. 

According to the Department of Jus- 
tice’s website, National Community Po- 
licing Week is part of the Obama Admin- 
istrations commitment to build stronger 
relationships between the police force and 
the community. . 

The Hawthorne Police department 
first launched Coffee with a Cop in 2011 


see COFFEE, page 2 


Law and enforcement and public 
policy officials to debate pros and cons 
of Proposition 58. 


___ By Michaela Kwoka-Coleman 
News Editor 


he stakes have never been 
higher for the conversation 
regarding legalized marijua- 
na. 

Cal State Long Beach will 
be hosting a community forum Monday night to 
discuss the pros ancieans of passing Proposition 64, 
known as the Adult Use of Marijuana Act . 

If passed, Proposition 64 would legalize the the 


possession and recreational use of marijuana for 


people ages 21-years or older in California. 


see PROP 64, page 2 
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as a way to “interact successfully with citizens they 
serve each day,’ according to the Coffee with a Cop 
website. 

Now, it is a national program, endorsed by the 
United States Justice Department. 

“This is a platform to facilitate questions between 
students and [police],” Lt. Richard Godwin of the 
CSULB University Police said. “Our mission is stu- 
dent success so Coffee with a Cop is important for 
students to know we're here even when they don't 
need us.” 

CSULB hosted Coffee with a Cop during resident 
move-in day this past summer. While new students 
moved into the dormitories, police officers spoke to 
students and their parents about general safety. 

“Most parents want to know how they can pro- 
tect their loved ones,” CSULB Detective Christopher 
Brown said. “We offered general tips as to how they: 
can stay safer in the dorms and how to protect their 
property... if you feel unsafe at night, don’t walk 
alone.” 

The problem is not enough students are making re- 
ports. “If you feel like something should be reported, 
then report it,’ Brown said. 

The system UPD is trying to create is known as 
community policing, where police officers create a 
mutual trust and understanding among the commu- 
nities they serve. 

It has become a recent topic of discussion among 
the presidential and vice presidential candidates, es- 
pecially in-the context of a high point of racial ten- 
sion in news media and in communities. 

“There is more talk of community policing because 
there are so many issues throughout the country, like 
racial profiling. ” said Goodwin. “It’s a tough time.” 

Students ‘can expect to see Goodwin on Friday, as 
well as University Police Chief Fernando Solorzano 


and other officials of the department. 

Goodwin said that ultimately, the goal of Coffee with a 
Cop is let the campus community know who is responsible - 
for keeping them safe. 

“We're approachable, and campus communities ‘have 
to know who their law enforcement officials are and who 
is keeping them safe,” he said. “I’m hoping we gain expo- 
sure... with this program, but I really want to see students 
come up and talk to the guys and have a dialogue. It doesn’t 
have to be profound, it can just be hello.” 

Coffee with a Cop will take place from 9-10 a.m. Friday 
at the Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf inside the USU. 
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According to Ballotpedia, in passing the 


proposition two new taxes would be creat- " 


ed: one regarding the cultivation of mar- 
ijuana and the other on retail price of the 
drug. Additionally, revenue from the taxes 
would go toward drug research, health and 
safety grants addressing’ marijuana, youth 
programs and preventing environmental 
damage resulting from illegal marijuana 
production. ; 

The panel is being cosponsored by the 
University and Southern California aNews 
Group with representatives ‘from oe ae 
Beach Press Telegram, the TorranceDaily 
Breeze and the Orange County Register: 

Although the lists of panelists have not 
yet been finalized, it will be compriged of 
public policy and law enforcement officials, 
according to CSULB journalism professor 
Chris Burnett. ; 

In addition to discussing Proposition 64, 
the panel will go over Long Beach ballot 
Measures MM and MA. 

According to the Long Beach city govern- 
ment website, the passing of. ballot Measure 
MM would place a tax on medical and rec- 
reational marijuana; the measure would es- 


tablish a tax on marijuana cultivation, pro- 
cessing, testing and distribution in the city. 
If passed, Measure MM would specify 
how medical marijuana businesses will be 
allowed to operate in the city of Long Beach. 
“The Pot Perplex: Would Legalized Mar- 
ijuana be Good or Bad for Southern Cali- 
fornia” will take place- Monday at 6 p.m. at 


the Beach Auditorium inside the University 
Student Union. 
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uation rate must go to 39 percent; it is cur- 
rently at 15 percent and our average en- 
rollment time is about five years,’ Conoley 
said. 

For CSULB to meet the governor’s de- 
mand, CSULB’s Director of News and Me- 
dia Relations Michael Uhlenkamp said the 
university is working to increase class and 
faculty availability to students. 

Now, the CSULB student: government 
is getting involved to help the university 
meet its expectation. 

Paul Fernandez, ASI secretary for lesbi- 
an, gay, bisexual, intersexual, transgender 
and queer affairs, reported that he is plan- 
ning more programs and events for the 
queer-identifying community on campus. 

Fernandez also said he is developing 
a plan so that students can be allowed to 
note their preferred gender identity on ad- 
mission applications. 

Following Fernandez, the senate heard 
from Courtney Yamagiwa, ASI secretary 
for internal affairs. Sheireported that she 
will be working on a resolution to advocate 
for cheaper food prices on campus. 
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Illustration by Miranda Andrade-Ceja 


“Students shouldn't have to pay $7 for a 
tiny burrito at BeachHut - that is ridicu- 
lous,” Yamagiwa said. 

Finally, Darshan Patel, a transfer student 
majoring in business management, was 
elected as the Secretary for International 
Student Affairs. 

Patel said he wants to create more pro- 
grams for international students and a bus 


bb 


Fernandez also said he is 
developing a plan so that 
students can be allowed 
to note their preferred 
gender identity on 
admission applications. 


99 


system within CSULB that goes directly 
to Los Angeles International Airport, as it 
will create an easier access to transporta- 


tion for international students. 


Michaela Kwoka-Coleman contributed to 
this article . 
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NEWS 3 


LA County sheriffs sergeant fatally wounded in shooting 


By Veronica Rocha, Richard Win- 
ton and Joseph Serna 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES — A Los Angeles 
County sheriff’s sergeant was fatally 
wounded Wednesday after respond- 
ing to a call of a residential burglary 
in Lancaster, authorities said. 

The sergeant was identified as 
Steve Owen, according to Executive 
Officer Neal Tyler of the Sheriff’s De- 


partment. 

Gunshots were reported about 
12:30 p.m. in the 3200 block of West 
Avenue J-7, triggering a massive 
search for the shooter, according to 
the Sheriff’s Department. 

Shortly after 2 p.m., the suspected 
gunman was taken into custody, ac- 
cording to Nicole Nishida, a spokes- 
woman for the sheriff's department. 
Television news footage showed the 
man running through the backyard of 
a home and then putting his arms up. 

The wounded sergeant was driven 


Obama says Paris deal - 
to limit carbon pollution 
will take effect 


By Toluse Olorunnipa 
Bloomberg News 


"WASHINGTON — The Paris cli- 
mate accord negotiated last year has 
been ratified by enough countries to go 
into force, a step that will help reduce 
worldwide carbon pollution and stave 
off global warming, President Barack 
Obama said Wednesday. 

“Today is a historic day in the fight 
to protect our planet for future gener- 
ations” Obama told reporters in the 
White House Rose Garden. “Today, the 
world has officially crossed the thresh- 
old for the Paris agreement to take ef- 
fect.” 

The Paris accord is the capstone for 
Obama’s campaign to reduce carbon 
emissions, blamed for. rising global 
temperatures that are causing environ- 
mental damage worldwide. 

The agreement seeks to limit tem- 
perature increases from pre-industrial 
levels to “well below” 2 degrees Celsius, 
and it entered into force after hitting a 
threshold of ratification by 55 countries 
accounting for 55 percent of global 
emissions. The European Union, with 


28 nations accounting for 12 percent _ 
of global emissions, approved the deal 


this week. 

The deal takes effect 30 days after 
meeting the ratification threshold. 

Obama and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, whose countries are the world’s 
two largest emitters of carbon pollution, 
ratified the*Paris climate agreement last 
month. China and the U.S. together 
account for about 38 percent of global 
emissions. Because the accord is not a 
treaty, U.S. ratification did not require 
a vote by the Senate, where Republicans 
mostly oppose the agreement. 

“This gives us the best possible 
shot to save the one planet we've got,” 
Obama said of the deal. 

More than 190 parties joined the 
agreement when it was first signed 
in December, but it -wasn’t clear how 
quickly each country would ratify the 
deal. 

While 
nominee Donald Trump has pledged 


Republican _ presidential 
to “cancel” and renegotiate the Paris 
agreement if he is elected, that is more 
difficult now that the deal has entered 
into force. The U.S. is now bound to 
participate for at least four years, and 
an international organization will begin 
to track progress reducing emissions by 
countries that have ratified the agree- 
ment, including the U.S. 


in a sheriff’s cruiser to Antelope Val- 
ley Hospital in grave condition. Lan- 
caster Mayor R. Rex Parris, who was 
at the hospital, said the lawman was 
shot in the face. Parris said he knew 
the officer well, but did not name 
him. 

“This always seems to happen to 
the most beloved deputies,’ Parris 
said. Initially, the sheriff’s depart- 
ment reported that two deputies had 


been shot. 
Later, Sheriff Jim McDonnell said 
that one deputy was shot and another 


was injured, though he had not been 
shot. The extent of his injuries was 
unclear. 

“Tt was a roll-up burglary call. It 
was a simple call” McDonnell said. 
“We don’t know if it was an ambush 
or anything.” 

After the shooting, deputies estab- 
lished a perimeter and began search- 
ing for the gunman. 

SWAT officers were dispatched to 
the scene as authorities warned the 
public to stay away from the area. 

Students at Antelope Valley Col- 


lege tweeted that they heard gunshots 
in the area. 

The campus is about a mile from 
the scene of the shooting. 

The college asked students to shel- 
ter in place, avoid the area and await 
further instructions. Other schools in 
the area were also locked down. 

There was no shooter on the Ante- 
lope Valley College campus, spokes- 
woman Liz Diachun said. 

“Safety and security is our No. 1 
concern,” she said, explaining the 
shelter in place order. 


Pierre Villard | Abaca Press | TNS 


French Minister for Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy, Segolene Royal shakes hands with U.S. Presi- 
dent Barack Obama during the official opening of the COP21 UN Conference on Climate Change on Nov. 30, 2015 


held at Le Bourget, near Paris, France. 
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EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


ur office is located in the Stoter Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.}*A valve frame with single vision plastic lenses 


{sph 4, cyl 3}. A volid corrent student 1D must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer consot be combined with ony other 
discounts or insurance. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
other non-invasive readings. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 
Please call for details. 
Masimo Corporation 
52 Discovery Irvine, CA 
92618 949-297-7137 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


Therapeutic art will kic 


CSULB event strives to 
strengthen the campus 
LGBT community. 


By Xochitl Abarca 
Staff Writer 


The Office of Multicultural Affairs 
will kick off OUTober 2016, a month- 
long coming out, sexuality and com- 
munity celebration on Thursday with 
“Healing Through Visibility: A Coming 
out Day Celebration.” 

The event “Healing Through Visibil- 
ity: A Coming Out Day Celebration” 
will take place at the USU southwest 
terrace from noon to 1:30 p.m. It will 
have therapeutic exercises through 
painting, other arts and crafts and a 
drum circle hosted by the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs. 

The LGBTQI+ Resource Center Liai- 
son and member of Delta Lambda Phi 
fraternity at CSULB, Brandon Ha said 
he is looking forward to the event. 

“The event will allow people to ex- 
press themselves...be who they real- 
ly are,” Ha‘ said. “The drum circle is 


4 ARTS & LIFE 


to spread positivity and good energy 
which will set the ambience for the rest 
of the month” 

Volunteering at the event will be 
Delta Lambda Phi of CSULB, who will 
also inform students of future fund- 


a“ 


raisers and social 
events with the 
LGBT communi- 
ty. According to 
the DLP website, 
they are a frater- 
nity for gay and 


There is so much more to 
the community than what 
can be covered in a day 


for the LGBTQI+ community - lesbi- 
an, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
questioning and intersex — students the 
more CSULB validates their experienc- 
es in college. 

“I myself felt ignored as a black 
queer male in col- 
lege, my sole goal 
is to make sure 
that students, all 
queer _ students, 

never feel the 
same way, Hig- 


bisexual men and or month, it’s providing a gins said. 
alee month-long opportunit a | 
OUTober, a a y 2016 was partial- 


the event-filled 
month was or- 


to see every element of 
the community and what 


ly organized by 
CSULB Student 


ganized by As- makes coming out so Life & Devel- 
sistant Director important. 99 opment, Beach 
for The Office of Pride Events, 
Multicultural Af- -Fon Higgins, CSULB Health 
fairs Jon Higgins, Multicultural A ‘ffa ee Resource Center, 


with the help of 
several other Cal 
State Long Beach 
departments and 
student organizations like Rainbow 
Café, Queer & Allies, What’s The Tea 
and Safe Zone Ally. 

Higgins stressed that LGBT visibil- 
ity matters and the more CSULB does 


Didi Hirsh Men- 
tal Health Ser- 
vices, Reach LA, 
the Department 
of Women’s Gender & Sexuality Stud- 
ies, U&CA and Dr. Benny LeMaster. 
OUTober 2016 will have over 18 
events, workshops, meetings and safe- 
zone trainings offered to students and 


e music calendar 


a 


Go watch live music. In the words of Shia LaBeouf, 


you need to know to... do it. 


Thursday 
Cadillac Tramps 
Joyride 
One Hit Wonder 


Alex’s Bar 


2913 E Anaheim St, Long 


Beach, CA 90804 
7 p.m. 


Friday 
Metalachi 


Dipiazza’s 

5205 E Pacific Coast Hwy, 
Long Beach,-CA 90804 

8 p.m. 
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the community such as the upcoming 
events, “After Orlando: Reflection and 
Progression” taking place on Oct. 10 
and the “Coming Out Monologues” on 
Oct. 11. 

“There is so much more to the com- 
munity than what can be covered in a 
day or month, it’s providing a month- 
long opportunity to see every element 
of the community and what makes 
coming out so important,” Higgins said. 

Psychology Major and LGBTQI+ 
Resource Center Student-Assistant Ma- 
donna Hanna said the goal of OUTober 
2016 is to celebrate different cultures. 

“Culture isn’t just where you came 
from — it’s your way of life. For LGBT 
students this is our culture,” Hanna 
said. “Cultures that we came from aren't 
as accepting so we create our own cul- 
ture here at CSULB? 

“{College] is when people start 
coming out and if they don't find that 
support things may seem hopeless, it’s 
healing getting a chance to experience 
this and talk about things,’ Hanna stat- 
ed. “It builds up the community here on 
campus.” 

“Healing Through Visibility: A 
Coming Out Day Celebration” event 
will have food and refreshments, in- 
formational booths for CSULB clubs 


Saturday 


Dustin Lovelis 
Vug Arakas 
The Bloody Westerns 


k off OUTober 


FASTFACIS = 
HEALING THROUGH - 
VISIBILITY , 


Who: Office of Multicultural Affairs 


What: Healing Through Visibility: A 
Coming Out Day Celebration 


Where: USU Southwest Terrace 
When: Noon to 1:30 p.m. 


Why: Kickoff off of LGBTQ heritage 
month with a coming out day 
celebration. 


as well as booths for the upcoming 
events for the rest of the OUTober 
celebrations. 

The LGBTQ Center of Long Beach 
will also have a table there with infor- 
mation on their free services offered 
like health services, HIV and STI test- 
ing, career workshops, mental health 
counseling as well as housing and job 
referrals. 


By JASON ENNS 
Arts & Life Editor 


“Do it? Really, do it. Here’s a calendar with everything 


Sunday 


Malik “The Freq” Moore 
and the Fros 
The Ghost Wolves Mend- 


ee Ichikawa 


Ath Street Vine 
2142 E 4th St, Long 
Beach, CA 90814 

8 p.m. 


DJ Chris Ziegler 


The Offbeat 
6316 York Blvd, Los An- 


geles, CA 90042 


3 p.m. 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


facebook 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 
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CSULB Design 
professor is nominated 
for award at the Civic 
Innovation Summit. 


By Erik Ohrstrom 
Contributing Writer 


After being nominated by the City 
of Long Beach for her contributions 
of development to the city, Cal State 
Long Beach design professor Heather 
Barker has proved that resilience pays 
off. 
During the Civic Innovation sum- 
mit, held in the Long Beach Conven- 
_ tion Center on Oct. 6, Barker will 
receive the Innovative Award for aca- 
demics and research. Through the cre- 
r ation of a new, unique partnership be- 

tween the city and the University, she 
h has contributed to a new cultivation of 
- research and development. 


d The summit is organized by the 
- Long Beach Innovation Team, which 
h is an extended branch working for the 
b City of Long Beach in order to create 


economic development through the 
connection of bonds between entre- 


preneurs and innovators. The event is 
an opportunity for community mem- 
bers to learn about efforts carried out 
in the city for the purpose of economic 
development. 

Barker has helped the team devel- 
ap-useful tools and methods for the 


purpose of helping residents start up 
their own businesses. Together with 
her students, she has been able to cre- 
ate research projects such as “Start up 
Long Beach: Code for America” and 
“CHAD: community, haptics and digi- 
tal design,’ which have been developed 
as guidance tools for local entrepre- 
neurs. 

After being contacted last year by 
one of her previous students, Harri- 
son Huynh — who currently works as 
a designer for the Long Beach Inno- 
vation Team — she saw the potential 


in creating a partnership between the 
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team and the design department. Ever 
since, Innovation Teams across the 
Los Angeles County have started to 
employ designers to assist in the cre- 
ation of creative, beneficial tools like 
Barker's. 

“For me, as a designer, I cannot 
imagine how you can practice inno- 
vation without a design-thinking pro- 
cess,’ Barker said. “It seems like a very 
natural fit and I think that we have 
evolved to see that.” 

One of Barker’s projects that the 
Innovation Team took special note 
of was her User Experience Design 
Method, which provides an under- 
standing of what is required to start up 
your own business. Together’ with her 
students, she demonstrated the meth- 
od for the team, who thought that it 
could help encourage people who 
want to start their own firm. 

“Heather Barker is a great example 
of how the City of Long Beach and Cal 
State Long Beach have worked togeth- 
er to help bring rapid research and hu- 
man centered design to the forefront,” 
said Alma Castro, project manager at 
the Long Beach Innovation Team. 

Castro went on to acknowledge not 
only Barker, but also the students who 
helped her along the way. 

“The Innovation Team was able to 
leverage her amazing students who 
used the User Experience Design 
Method, to help us understand the 
user experience of what it is truly like 
to start and grow. a business in Long 
Beach.” 

Ever since she was young, Barker 
has enjoyed traveling as much as pos- 
sible in order to widen her perspec- 
tive. When studying and practicing 
architecture in Germany on and off for 
two years, she developed a love for the 
country that convinced her to return 
after extending her education with a 
graduate degree in research and de- 
sign at Southern California Institute of 
Architecture. 

“I decided that I needed to go to 
Germany, because I realized that the 
people there do not think like we 
do,’ Barker said. “At the time I did 


not think that this would have such a 
big effect on my life. But now I teach 
something that is very closely related 
to that.” 

Barker decided to start up her own 
design studio when she moved to Ger- 
many, where she lived for 13 years be- 
fore coming back to the U.S. to teach 
at CSULB. Having travelled a lot, she 
thinks it is very rewarding to be able 
to combine all her experiences in the 
field of architecture and research in 
order to help students reach the best 
results possible. 


SESSION ONE 
Entirely Online 


December 19-January 20 


» Day, evening, and online 
classes available 


5 #DoersDo 
. Fi @CSULBiInterSessn 
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Connecting campus and community 


The field of human-centered design 
is still relatively new in the world of 
design, but she thinks it is wonderful 
to be able to discover it together with 
her students. 

“I am greatly honored by my stu- 
dents that we are willing to go through 
this process without having any idea 
of what the outcome would be,” Bark- 
er said. “So, it is a great gift for a pro- 
fessor to have faith and confidence in 
your students to go on a 15-week jour- 
ney of something that you do not un- 
derstand, and then have them discover 


CSULB Winter Sessions 2017 


SESSION TWO 
On Campus 


January 3-January 20 


Registration begins October 17,2016 ~ 


(800) 963-2250 | www.ccpe.csulb.edu/winter 


» Accelerate your progress 
toward graduation 


Courtesy of Heather Barker 
Cal State Long Beach professor of Design, Heather Barker is being recognized by the Long Beach Innovation Team. 


the value of what happened.” 

The cooperation that Barker set in 
motion between CSULB and the City 
of Long Beach lead to new possibilities 
that she did not expect. 

When presenting her projects at the 
Design Management Institute Con- 
ference in Boston, where countries 
from all around the world are invited, 
she received very positive feedback. 
Members from Chang Hai invited her 
to come and teach human-centered 
design at Tongji University, where she 
will start in December. 
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The booming era 


How millenials 
have made sexual 
exploration socially 
acceptable — and 
liberating. 


. 


By Meghan McGillicuddy 
Staff Writer 


grew up in a conservative, 
Christian household. I was 
constantly scrutinized for my 
preferences because I didn't 
want to meet a man in the 
church like everyone else in the com- 
munity did. My family believed that 
the only place you could meet your 
future spouse was in the church. 
Forget about hooking up with mul- 
tiple people. My family constantly told 
me I would never be happy with some- 


aily 


Micayla Vermeeren 
Editor-in-Chief 
eicd49er@gmail.com 
(562) 985-7998 


Miranda Andrade-Ceja 
Managing Editor 
managingd49er@gmail.com 


Editorials: All opinions expressed in the columns, letters and cartoons in this issue are those of the writers or artists. 
The opinions of the Daily 49er are expressed only in unsigned editorials and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the journalism department or the views of all staff members. All such editorials are written by the editorial board of the 


Daily 49er. 


6 OPINIONS 


49er 


one outside of our religion; “hooking 
up” with someone was a sin according 
to my mother, and having sex before 
marriage was unthinkable. 

But now that I’m on my own and 
away at college, I’ve come to embrace 
the sexual freedom and identity that 
comes with what many have come to 
call the “hookup culture,” 

Today, sex outside of traditional 
committed relationships has become 
socially acceptable and I’m proud 
of this generation’s straying away 
from the prudeness which I grew up 
around. 

According to a 2015 study con- 
ducted by the Pew Research Center, 
millennials prefer hooking up over 
becoming involved in a committed 
relationship. 

Casual sex has become the norm for 
this generation — more specifically col- 
lege students - and it’s actually quite 
liberating to realize. Its-a remarkable 
era we found ourselves living in — one 
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where the age when people start to 
marry and begin forming families has 
been pushed back dramatically. 

Many college students across the 
nation are embracing the hookup cul- 
ture, where sex with someone you ar- 
ent in a committed relationship with 
is standardized. 

As intimidating as a one-night 
stand might sound to some, it’s note- 
worthy to realize that hooking up may 
actually helps one’s self esteem. 

That’s right — as reported by the 
American Psychological Association, 
in a study of 187 participants asked to 
describe their feelings after a hookup, 
65 percent of participants reported 
feeling good, aroused, or excited. 

The widespread conservative -view 
of sex seems to be limited to the na- 
tion’s religious population — casual 
sex is making people feel good about 
themselves, which, in turn, is promot- 
ing hookups. 

One of the driving forces helping 
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of casual sex 


this culture thrive is the prevalence of 
dating apps — the kind so many of us 
have come to download in search of 
someone we connect with. 

According to an article titled, “Tin- 
dr swipes right on monetization,” by 
writer Karissa Giuliano for CNBC, 
there are approximately 50 million 
people using Tindr nationwide. 

The app, which promotes itself as a 
way for people to meet, is notorious 
for — yes, bringing people together — 
but many times they’re “meeting” for 
sex. Is it a bad thing? No, not neces- 
sarily. Although, easy to find sex on a 
social app, it’s also allowed me to date 


~ date outside of a religious environ- - 


ment. 
When I was younger, I attempted to 


_ Meet someone who I was both attract- 


ed to physically and emotionally — 
like my mother expected, but it wasn't 
working out for me. 

So, I gave online dating a shot. 
Although my church-going peers 
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laughed at the idea and believed I was 
going against God, I enjoyed connect- ° 
ing with people through dating apps. 
The apps gave me options outside of 
the congregation and eventually led 
me to a legitimate relationship. 

Dating apps and the hookup culture 
have been painted in a negative light. 
Those who participate in hookup cul- 
ture are seen as sex crazed perverts 
who have no desire to get married, as 
if the two are mutually exclusive. 

It seems that a person is judged 
harder by their elders when they’re 
trying find their sexual identity. If one 
wants to explore their sexual identity 
then they shouldn't be scrutinized for 
it. : 

What my family didn’t accept was 
in biblical 
times anymore. The dating scene has 


that we weren't living 


changed since then. Hooking up with 
different people has strangely - and 
progressively - become a part of a way 
our society functions. 
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LBSU BIG WEST STANDINGS 


ith the fall sports season 


in full effect, the follow- 


ing standings represent 
the Top Two teams at Long Beach State that 
have had the best start in conference play. 

The women’s volleyball team leads LBSU 
with a 11-7 overall record and has gone 
5-0 in Big West play, with an impressive 
win against UC Irvine. LBSU has a big game 
against Hawai'i Saturday in what will put 
one of the teams at the top of the Big West 
early in the season. 

The women’s soccer team started off 
Big West conference play well after a tie 
against UC Irvine Sept. 30 and its first win 


against Cal Poly Sunday. 


BIG WEST GAMES ALL GAMES 1G WEST GAMES ALL GAMES 
W L | aR, | L T W L W L 
Cal State Fullerton 2 O O 5 | ee Long Beach State 5 0 I ] 
UC Irvine ates ars 9 eas Hawai'i 4 0 I 4 
Long Beach State 1 0 1 5 Be 9 Cal State Northridge 2 2 6 10 
UC Santa Barbara ] 0 8 10 locas] UC Santa Barbara | 2 10 6 
-Cal Poly eat bps es ae Cal Poly 2 8 6 
Cal State Northridge 0 1 1 5 deus UC Davis 2 8 8 
UC Davis 0:2. 0 | eo bes Cal State Fullerton ‘1 2 8 ll 
Hawai'i 0 y] 0 7 3 ] UC Irvine ! 3 6 12 , 
UC Riverside Os 20 3 Teorg UC Riverside 0 2 5 9 
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BASEBALL 


Dirtbags 


Long Beach State will 
hosts games against 
USC, TGU, CSUF 
and Oklahoma. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


After the Dirtbags broke ground for 
their new batting facility Tuesday, coach 
Troy Buckley released the Long Beach 
State baseball team’s 2017 home sched- 
ule. 

After going 22-11 at Blair Field last 
season, the Dirtbags will start with a 
long homestand, as eight of their first 
nine games are at home. 

LBSU will welcome the Oklahoma 
Sooners to Blair Field opening weekend, 
Feb. 17-19. Last season, LBSU traveled 
to Norman, winning the series 2-1. 

The Sooners will be an early test, af- 
ter the team opened last season during 
a 2-1 series win against Holy Cross. 
While it’s a long season, a fast start with 
a plethora of early home games will be 
big for the Dirtbags’ success. 

With a combination of postseason 
contending and non-contending oppo- 
nents, coach Buckley is confident the 
team will be ready when Big West play 
starts. 

“I think [the schedule is] compet- 
itive,’ Buckley said in a press release. 
“We're going to get tested, just like I 
think we all want to have happen in 
non-conference. We want to find out 
who we are as a team and be able to cre- 

* ate identity as we go through, before we 
get to conference play.’ 

After facing the Sooners, LBSU will 
host Fordham University Feb. 24-26. 


WOMEN’S SOCCER 


LBSU looks © 
to finish 
homestand 
strong 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


Throughout the season, Long Beach 
State women’s soccer coach Mauricio 
Ingrassia has stressed the importance 
of playing well at home. 

After only two road games, the 
49ers take on Cal Poly (6-6-1, 1-1-0) 
tonight at George Allen Field with a 6 
oclock start before they go on a 4-game 
road trip. 

LBSU (5-5-2, 1-0-1) will look to take 
advantage of its homestand while mov- 
ing up in the Big West standings. 

Last year, the 49er beat the Mustangs 
2-0 in San Luis Obispo with goals from 
Fatmata Kamara and Vania Robles. 

The 49ers will rely on junior forward 
Ashley Gonzales, who has scored six 
goals this season, to help the offense, 
while senior goalkeeper Ashton McKe- 
own will be looked to, to guide the de- 
fense. 

LBSU is coming off a dramatic win 


Sunday, after Gonzales scored the tying 
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2017 home sc 


Dirtbags celebrate after Alex Muzzi has game-winning hit during the 2016 baseball season. 


Last year, the Rams went 29-29 and 
were 12-15 on the road. 

On Feb. 28, the Dirtbags will face a 
familiar foe in San Diego State Univer- 
sity, a team they split games with — in- 
cluding a 6-5 12-inning loss April 4. 

The Dirtbags bounced back in their 
next game against the Aztecs with a 4-2 
win April 26. 


Following their match-up against 
SDSU, the Dirtbags will host an exhibi- 
tion game against Korean professional 
team NC Dinos March 1. 

After their exhibition game, the 
Dirtbags will be back in action against 
Big 12 Tournament champion, Texas 
Christian University on March 14 and 
PAC-12 opponent Washington State the 


following night. 

The Dirtbags will revisit their rival- 
ry with Cal State Fullerton-as the two 
teams continue their annual non-con- 
ference series March 24-26. 

Last year, LBSU won its non-confer- 
ence series against CSUF at Fullerton 
2-1 before losing its Big West Champion 
deciding series at Blair Field, 2-1. 


goal in the 67th minute. Junior forward 
Jessica Vincent then won the game in 
double overtime with a goal off of a free 
kick to give the 49ers a 2-1 win over Cal 
State Northridge. 

Going into tonight's game, Cal Poly is 
coming off a 4-0 loss to Cal State Fuller- 
ton Sunday. It’s the largest loss the Mus- 
tangs have suffered all year. 

The Mustangs are led by sophomore 
forward Caitlyn Kreutz (four goals) and 
freshman forward Jessica Johnson (two 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 
Junior forward Tori Bolden fends off DePaul defender Taylor Schissler. 


goals). 

After their game against Cal Poly, 
LBSU will head to CSUF Saturday to 
kick-off its road trip. 

It will be a big game for the 49ers, as 
Fullerton currently sits at the top of the 
Big West standings with a 2-0 record. 

The 49ers will then travel to Hawai'i, 
UC Davis and UC Riverside. 

LBSU will finish the regular season 
against UC Santa Barbara at George Al- 
len Field Oct. 30 at 6 p.m. 


hedule announced 


William Martin | Daily 49er 


The University of Southern Califor- 
nia will round out LBSU’s non-confer- 
ence play April 4. 

When conference play begins, the 
Dirtbags will take on UC Riverside 
April 7-9, Cal State Northridge April 
13-15, Cal Poly May 5-7 and will face 
Hawai'i May 19-21 to finish their 2017 
home schedule. 


WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


Long Beach State avoids 
upset; beats UCR 3-1 


With win against 
UCR, LBSU 
women’s volleyball 
remains unbeaten 


in Big West. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


_ What started off as an early up- 
set turned around quickly as the 
Long Beach State women’s vol- 
leyball team beat UC Riverside in 
four sets Wednesday in Riverside. 

In the first set, LBSU and UCR 
traded points early on and were 
tied 6-6. 

After the Highlanders, tied the 
match, the 49ers went on a 4-point 
streak to take a 10-6 lead thanks 
to junior middle blocker Ashley 
Murray, who had three assists. 

The two 
points before the Highlanders 


teams exchanged 
took a 23-20 lead and eventually 
won the set 25-21. 

LBSU made a dramatic come- 
back in the second set to beat 


UCR 25-11. The 49ers jumped out 
to an 11-1 lead and never looked 
back. 

- The 49ers’ front line was big 
part of the team’s comeback. Mid- 
way through the third set fresh- 
man middle blocker YiZhi Xue, 
junior middle blocker Ashley 
Murray and senior outside hitter 
Nele Barber ‘had a combined 26 
kills. 

In the match, four 49ers had 
double-digit kills. Barber led the 
team with 15, while Murray and 
redshirt sophomore outside hitter 
Anete Brinke has 13 kills each. 

Redshirt 
Missy Owens connected well with 


sophomore _ setter 
her hitters on her way to 35 assists 
after three sets as LBSU took a 2-1 
lead after a 25-21 win in the third 
set. 

In the fourth and deciding set, 
LBSU and UCR were tied 8-8 be- 
fore the 49ers started to pull away.- 
The 49ers went on 17-8 run to 
beat the Highlanders, 25-16. 

With the win LBSU moves to 
5-0 in Big West play and will host 
Hawai'i Saturday at Walter Pyra- 
mid. 


